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Title

Relief Fragment of Nefertiti Offering to the Aten

Artist

Date

New Kingdom, Dynasty 18, reign of Akhen-aten, 1353-
1336 BCE.

Dimensions

45/8 x55/8 x15/8in.(11.7 x 14.3 x 4.1 cm)
Medium

Limestone with paint

Classifications

Sculpture

Credit Line

Gift of the Egypt Exploration Society

Object number

1925.711
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Collections

Sculpture

Label Text

During Egypt’s 18th Dynasty, Pharaoh Akhenaten revolutionized art and religion by worshipping a single
god, the Aten, embodied as the sun disk. This relief fragment, excavated at the ancient capital of
Akhetaten (modern Amarna), shows the pharaoh's wife Nefertiti presenting a bouquet to the solar deity.
From the sun disk, three curving rays terminate in tiny hands, a hallmark of Atenist iconography. Though
initially identified as Akhenaten due to traces of red paint, scholars now favor the identification of Nefertiti
based on the visible line of a dress neckline.

On View

Toledo Museum of Art (2445 Monroe Street), Gallery, 02, Classic
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